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No War, No Militarism

tin has a vision of Russian histony The last two lines of th€ommunist

He looks back not to Soviet RussiaManlfestodeclare that'proletarians have
but to Czarist Russia. He derives hlsnothlng to lose but their chains.
ideological orientation from natlonall$tProIetar|ans of the worltUnite.”
philosopher Ivan llyin (1883-1954) arid In one of his last writing, ‘Can Europe
the fascist ideologuélexander DuginAt | disarm’, Frederich Engels deplored that in
the turn of the centunyhe appeared on thethe last twenty-five years, every major
stage of Russia with all the footlighiscountry in Europe was involved in
turned on him.There was a widespreaidunprecedented levels of arms productions
belief that he would bring order aridThis has brought the Old Continent closer
rechage the economy of Russia withoptto “a war of destruction such as the world
destroying the democratic elements in iithas never seen.’
political system.The brutal repression ih Lenin firmly believed that the
Chechnya disillusioned those WI?devqutionaries should seek to'turn
harboured pro-Russian dreamiens ofz imperialist war into civil wat’
thousands of Russians have left ﬁhe This conviction implied that those
country unable to absorb the shock sof/vho wanted a lastingdemocratic peace
aggression against a neighbour that pdsdmhd to wage civil war against their
no immediate threatAnti-war act|V|sts government and the baeosie”
who have stayed behind are in a mlnomty In 1991 the Soviet Union broke apart.
faced with wrath of the state and abus@he alliance with East European countries
and intimidation of brain washed feIIcholIapsed.The warsaw pact ceased to
citizens of the state. i exist. Vladimir Putin has abandoned the

Socialist theory highlights deeﬁ)-legacy of Lenin. He has been condemnec
rooted connection between developmfaras the modern incarnation of Genghis
of capitalism and spread of watarl Marx § Khan who slaughtered millions of people
argued that violence is an economic for(f:eto realize his dream. Putgvdream is to
It is the ‘midwife of every old society§ regain the lost empire of Czarist Russia.
pregnant with a new onée.He did noti He is also compared to Hitler who invaded
consider war as a necessary ingredientz f@oland in 1939.
revolutionary transformation of society | Let us now examine the other side of
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the coin. The growing trust-deficiti letter to Herr Hitler on 23 July939 ([The
between US-led NARO and Putin3 Selected Wks of Mahatma Gandhiol
culminated in the present wél'rheTrump i 5, NavajibanAhmedabad-14, p. 245)he
administration sold huge amount of arrhisnstorlc letter is quoted here entirely for
and ammunition to Ukraine to crush tfgﬁethe benefit of the readers of this journal.
rebellion in DonbasAmerica and Ukraine:

conducted joint military operation knowp TO HERR HITLER

as operation Sea Breeze. In Noveml?er As atWardha
2021, a US-Ukraine strategic partnership C.P, India,
was signedThus US paved the way fdr 23.7.39

the Russian military to get in and condUcDear Friend,
savage destruction in sovereign Ukralne Friends have beenging me to write
The economic crisis that the war tnto you for the sake of humanitut | have
Ukraine and the pandemic have fuelléohesisted such request, because of thi
has impeded the recovery of glodafeeling that any letter from me would be
economy Manish Nandy wrote in the‘; an impertinence. Something tells me that |
Satesman (13 June, 2022),The mosti must not calculate and that | must make
catastrophic consequence of the war zfcmy appeal for whatever it may be worth.
common people will be the ne\?v It is quite clear that you are today the
atmosphere of panic and chaos The § one person in the world who can prevent
poorer people, not just in Europe but «f;llh war which may reduce humanity to the
over the world, will loose substantially ihsavage state. Must you pay that price for
both security and subsistencte.’ an object, howeveworthy it may appear
“No War, No Militarism.” These to you to be?ill you listen to the appeal
words sound hollow in the contemporahof one who has deliberately shunned the
sloganized world. IRugust 1937 Gandh‘ method of war not without considerable
told Paramhamsaogananda a¥Wardha :! success. Nevertheless | anticipate yoL
“l have found that life persists in the mid},slforgiveness, if I have erred in writing to
of destructionTherefore there must be fayou.
higher law than that of destruction. On?yTo Herr Hitler
under that law would well-ordered socieft;BerIin, Germany
be intelligible and life worth living. If thaﬂ
is the law of life we must work it out in | remains your sincare friend
our daily existence.’ M. K. Gandhi
Subsequently Gandhi was moved by
an ugent moral imperative to addresssa




Letters and Speeches of Gandhi

LETTER TO SIR PRABHASHANKER PATTANI
Maha \ad 2 [Febwuary 10, 1925}

SUGNA BHAISHRI,

| returned from Rawalpindi yesterdajoday | got your letter for which | was
waiting. | could not resist sending a telegram conveying my thanks. Please do nc
angry with the person who wrote to me. | shall try to let you know his name also.
reading that you do not consider any letter as wholly confidential, | have begun to
more proud of mankind. | feel humbled. | thought that | was perhaps the only per
who had nothing private or confidentialou have surpassed me, because you are livir
in an environment where it would be faitilt to publicize ones private life. Had the
writer been a schemer or a wicked man, | would have written nothing to you from
letter, nor would | have, allowed it to influence me in the least. But he is a gentlem
discriminating, disciplined and learned. He cannot possibly have any malice towe
you; but | can well understand how he came to commit this mistake. | am sending
a copy of your letterlt will do him good. He is such a pure-minded person that
wouldn’t be surprised if he came to you andfecéd his apologyl did well in writing
the letter to youYou recollect your past lapses; but who is free from these? | have b
saved thrice from falling. It was not owing to my own strength but owing to
unlettered motherShe bound her son by the thread of a vow and he was saved.

| shall reach Rajkot on the 16th. Shall we meet there or anywhere else?

Vandamataram fsm
Bapu

From the Gujarati original : QV. 3196. Courtesy : Mahesh Pattani

LETTER TO FULCHAND SHAH
Maha \ad 2 [Febwuary 10, 1925}
BHAISHRI FuLCHAND,

Here is the outcome of your lettdram keeping the original with mé&ell me if
you still have any doubilso let me know if your doubt is cleareét the moment |
do not have time for more.

Blessing fom
BapPu
From a copy of the Gujarati : ®V. 2867. Courtesy : Shardabehn Shah

1 Gandhiji returned to Sabarmati from Rawalpindi and February 9.
2 The letter seems to have been written on the same day as the preceding item.
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SPEECH AT SATYASRAHA ASHRAM, SABARMATI
February 10, 1925

| am in the predicament of a man who having come to know that there is a ser|
under his mattress shakes the mattress vigoroaslgeps the room and washes the
floor with water | have come to know what | did not know earlier about the situatic
in Kohat. | talk to you about it because it is a matter concerning religierall have
to take this as a warning. It does not mean that we have to do something specia
novel; but we have to prepare ourselves mentally and emotiovalyave to become
puret

At this stage Gandhiji referred to the number of conversions in Kohat and sai

That number may possibly be considered as small elsewhere. In an area w
Muslims barely number 15,000, this is terriblhe Hindus there woke up and the
Muslims could not tolerate the awakening; those looking for a chance to wre
vengeance found it in the form of that booklet. If that was the only reason, the r
concerned could have been arrested, he could have been crushed, and perhaps al
connected with the booklet could have been crushed. But here the whole commt
was persecuted. Its cause must be deep-seated. | found that cause quite bylbhkanc
Muslims said many things frankly about proselytization. But that activity has hurt 1
very much. | would not mind it at all if 30 crores of Hindus became Muslims as a re:
of scriptural studies and rationalgaments.Then | would be the single Hindu left and
thereby | would add lustre to Hinduism. Or | would adduce proof of the immortality
Hinduism and say that the others became Muslims because they could not bea
brilliance of Hinduism. But if people turned Muslims out of greed or, =it happened
there, | could not endure it. | am talking about this matter because | want to make
strong of mind, in order that you may be more attached to dharma. Despite this, t
will be no change in my non-violent behavipony attitude of love and in my behaviour
towards MuslimsThe more | see their weaknesses, the more shall | serve them.
love for them will certainly endure. But the language of love will change—it he
become more firm and will become firmer still—just as my words to Englishmen &
becoming suer. That will be the only dierence. My sole object is to rouse you this
morning and to caution you. | want to caution you because you may sometimes fa
similar situation. If any little boy or girl in thAshram is kidnapped, you should not
just look on, interpreting my non-violence in a superficial Widye determination to be
pure is itself a source of strengfhman having a pure and unsullied heart has no nee
to develop his bodyHis body automatically becomes strognd thereafter mere
resolve is enough. It is my resolve that | would utter the name of Rama before retir
so that without chanting that name | can never get skeeg.if | do get it, | utter
Ramanamavhile turning on my side and | do see my Rama standing nearhraesame
is true of every resolve.
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Even a child in théAshram is not afraid if he faces dangdrhe does not have
strength of soul, he surely has nallge clip nails because dirt accumulates in them
When they grow big they get in the way and we clip them. In like maweeshould
go on removing the dangerous elements in the body one by one.

[From Gujarati]

Mahadevbhaini Diay, Vol. VII, pp. 13%-7

LETTER TO MANEKLAL AMRITLAL GANDHI
ON THE TRAIN,
Tuesday [Febuwary 10, 195]!
CHI MANEKLAL ,
| have your letterl follow what you say about Bab¥ou did well in sending him.
If he can dford to stay it is well and good.
Prabhudas has improved a lot with the change of climate there. It would be r
if Mani did likewise. But she worries a loAnd worry kills one.
Blessings fom
Bapu
[PS.]
| hope to reach Porbunder on the 19th. Devchandbhai must be thinking what tc
if the epidemic spreads.
CHI. MANEKLAL AMRITLAL GANDHI
RANAvAv
KATHIAWAR
From the Gujarati original : Q. 890. Courtesy : Manekl#d. Gandhi

LETTER TO RAMESHWARDAS BIRLA
SABARMATI,
Magh Krishna 4 [Febnary 11, 1925F
BHAI RAMESHWARDASJI,
Your letter Jamnalalfi is here at present. He tells me that Rs. 10,000 have be
received at his firm. | shall use the sum for the service ofAtitgajas.
Yours,
MoHANDAS GANDHI
[PS.]
Glad to know that you are quite well.
From the Hindi original : CW. 6104.  Courtesy :.®. Birla

1 From the postmark

2 The Vikram date appears to be incorrect as the postmark has “Ariafe23”

3 Jamnalal Bajaj (1889-1942); social worker and philanthropist, close asso. ciate of Gand
treasurer Indian National Congress for many years
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SPEECH AT ANKLAV
February 11, 1925

Swaraj is there where the poorest of the poor can live happiyy we who have
not known hunger that are responsible for famiké&undred years ago women of this
village used to spin and men used to spin or else to weave.

The Dharalashave some bad habifShey drink liquor and commit theftds long
as these things persist, religion is not safe. Unfortunately Hindus and Muslims
keep reviling each othe©nes religion should be dear to oneself, but if untouchability
is a part of Hinduism, | will have none of it. Even if a man has bathed and waghed
his filth, we believe that still we cannot touch him—this attitude is sifflué people
of India are theDhedsand Bhangisof the world.A man has to answer for his deeds.
It is not the fault of the British that we are slavEke tree of slavery has grown from
the seed of untouchability in our midst.

[From Gujarati]
Mahadtsbhaini Diay, Vol. VII, pp. 138-9

SPEECH AT BORSAD
February 11, 1925
Borsad has become a place of pilgrimage, thanks to the satyagraha struggle.
the holy places in India are no longer hayd | hope this has not become the fate o
Borsad.Your struggle and the success you achieved in it were no ordinary ones. Bl
fight a battle is one thing, and to follow it up with constructive work is ano@ee
discovers that to reap happy benefits from smselccess is a didult matter and it often
seems as if the struggle had never been fodghteturn to the normal conditions after
a struggle is as ditult as after a prolonged fadiVe discovered this even after the
Kheda agitation, and feel it after the present struggle.saw the same thing, on a
wider scale, in Europélhere, a greaiVar was fought between Britain and Germany;
colossal sacrifices were made and we had expected to see a new Europe as a re
these, expected to see its people more moral and pure, wiser and more godfearing
the evil ways which prevailed there persist even todayg the people who made the
sacrifices are in an unhappy plight. Let us hope that tHerelifce in the manner of
fighting thatWar and our struggle will be reflected in their respective outcomes. In t
War in Europe, the two sides fought to destroy each .othea satyagraha struggle,
neither side is destroyed, but on the contrary both benefit. How does it happen, t
that we do not see the desired result at the end of even such a pure strugg
satyagrahaThe reason is just this, that we find excitement to be a common feature
the two kinds of fightingWe are not able to maintain an atmosphere of peace and sh
patience, as we should, and so we seem to lose the gain we havéAbmadeBorsad,
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howevey the Durbar Saheb had forewarned me that he would not be able to show
Khadinagar that the struggle had not taughe people the value of khadi. | did not,
therefore, come here with any high hopes and so | am not very much disappoi
either

Even running a school requires considerable abilityy aphorism, as in oreebody
so in the universe, holds true on all occasions. If I can conduct the SatyAghahm
well, | can succeed even in Lord Readsgeat.The dificulties | have to face in
conducting theAshram, the anxious thought | have to bestow and the number
problems | have to solve, | do not have to in a struggle like yWnsat after all is to
be done in running a campaign? | have to chalk out a programme and tell you wh:
do, merely give instructions to people; runningfamram is much more di€ult than
this. | have no aspiration to beVaceroy ever in this life; | only wishfo be a devoted
servant of the countryBut | beg leave to say that running Ashram taxes onsg’
spiritual resources more agonizingly than disghmy the duties of &iceroy ever does.
You, too, | wish, should tax yourselves in like manner in runnind/ithga Mandir for
the more one stdrs the purer one becomes.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 15-2-1925

| wish to see the wording of your lettddid you see those three gentlemen again
It would be very nice if the citizens join you.
Blessings fom
Bapu
From the Gujarati original : QN. 2825. Courtesy : Sharadabehn Shah

SPEECH AT AHMEDABAD*
February 25, 1925

Prayer time is the best time for words of blessing. On two earlier occasions, w
young people who grew up in thshram were married Hfmany among us did not
appreciate the significance of the occasidhoever comes to thAshram, whether
children or married men, would like to obselv@ahmacharyaand, therefore, how can
marriage be solemnized in theshram where the aim is to encourage everyone in tr
observance obrahmachary& It is natural that the question should arise in the minc
of many people; and yet three marriages came to be solemnizedThetgh the
regulations of thédshram are strict, we are unable to enforce discipline. It is not ea
to impart training inbrahmacharyato young persons. Not that older folk are able tc
observebrahmachaya strictly. To fulfil an ideal, one should have ardour in anleéart.
The subject is so profound that the more | delve into it, the more awe-inspiring it se
and | see its beauty and drink deep of its delights.

We cant use force on the young people whom we keep irAgtgam. It happens
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sometimes that marriages cannot be avoidéere were three such cases. In order t
pacify my mind | took the one way oufthe ceremonial should be performed outside
the precincts of thé&shram. One should get married without deceiving the inner se
or the outer worldAnd then one should come to tAshram and receive everyose’
blessings.

If marry one must, it should not be to indulge the senses but to practise s
control—this must be made clear to the married couple as well as the inmates of
Ashram. Inmates should not eagerly look forward to wedding occasions. It feramtif
matter if they cart’be avoidedThat is an event linking the soul and Gadthat is why
in English the soul is feminine in gend&aydev has also descried the soul as a feminir
entity sporting with the Supreme Being. Little remains to be done in this world af
such marriage of spirits. If marriages must take place even when this union of s
does not obtain, well, let it be slb is necessary for me to tell you on this, the fourth
occasion that marriage is not meant for greed but for sacrifice. Resolve that even if
wish to derive sense pleasure from this relationship, you will do so within limi
Among us the rule of fidelity is meant for women qrilyough the last four morsels
given to [the couple] while solemnizing the marriage stand for the union of flesh, sg
and bone. It is a pity we did not lay down a similar rulenf@n. Therefore | can only
say that you must live in moderation and realize that the pleasures of the body sh
be only a means of procreation.

Who has the right to give birth to a child in these terrible times? Countless pers
in India observdbrahmachaya and many in Europe as welmong Roman Catholics,
there are many adult men and women who obderalemacharyahroughout their life.
An eighteen-yeaold girl walks out of worldly life and observes unbroken
brahmachaya. They have monastries and nunneri&here such men and women live.
In these hard times no one in India has the right to beget children. No one has at
time the right to bear children before one is strong enough.

| wanted the marriage to be solemnized in #h&hram, because the priest
performing the rites would explain their significance and you could thus learn tl
marriage is not a matter of pleasure but of self-control. Both of you, therefore, shc
understand this occasion and remember it. | have taken upon myself one responsi
and | will never regret itThe result is bound to be beneficevibu know my relations
with Vallabhbhai. He asked me of his own free will that this marriage be solemni:
by me. Kashibhai was also favourable to the iddeere is no need for spending lots
of money on a marriage. It is penance that is needed. Outsidehh@m a marriage
cannot take place without money being spent, for you cannot have only the religi
rite, leaving out things likearat?. That is why the marriage has been solemnized her

1 Blessing the couple on the occasion of the marriage of Dahyabhai Adéehlso “My Notes”.
29-3-1925.
2 Marriage party
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The seed that is sown will grow into a tree. But be worthy of your parents to nurt
that seed and eschew worldly pleasures. For not spending ntbeeyotive was not
stinginess, and it certainly was not greed. Such expenditure bears heavilyPatidiae
families and our intention was to save them from it altogether

| have known @hyabhai for a long time arhshoda too. | feel confident that they
are strong enough through self-control to add lustre to chis marAdgeese things
which | say to inmates of theshram cannot be said too often. | do not mean to see
out such occasions, for that is not my vocation. But if they arise, | perform t
ceremonies in the hope that self-control can be strengthenedthsisnay well be an
illusion. | do not wish not to take the chance if it comes. But | wish for all of you th
you develop more self-control through such occasibhat is why we are all assembled
here. Let us pray to God that we may attain our ideals and we may bring up men
women here who do not think about marriage and procreation, but who regard
children as their own, and who spend their lives in serving children who have
sunshine in their lives. Dahyabhai avidshoda must think for themselves and realiz:
how great is their responsibilitit seems to me as if they have lost their freedom toda
But this state too can be beautiful. Let them be happy and restrained. Let them bre
the spirit of sacrifice and be worthy of their parents and also of us; so that no one
feel like asking why this marriage was celebrated inAkleram.

[From Gujarati]

Mahadivbhaini Diay, Vol. VII, pp. 202-5
(To be continual)




MaulanaAbul Kalam Azad and
his concept of Unity of Religion

Asghar Ali Engineer

Tarjuman al-Qur’an while writing tafsir he struck hisown

MaulanaAbul KalamAzad's Tarjuman al- original path.

Qur’an has its own place in thEfsir There are similarities and
literature from IndiaThe Maulanag differences between Sir Syed’
wrote Tarjuman al-Qutan first % religious views and those of
during his internment in Ranchi i ' i Maulana Azad. Both were
late twenties which MSS WSS % influenced by modern liberalism
destroyed by the British poIi N | and both difered from classical

while raiding his house befo“,._ bt /commentators, particularly  on

arresting him to social and political issues. Both had
‘subversive literature’

great regard, though within
Sl £ ~ certain limits, for womers
during late thirties, but could not™ — rightsAlso, both stood in favour
complete it due to his being very bufs)of interreligious harmony But they
with political afairs. What we have todai/ profoundly difered from each other on
is an incomplete commentarylt isi their approach to the British rule, Sir Syed
interesting to note that Sir Syed also co:tjldlmost favouring it and the Maulnna
not complete his commentary though f;ocompletely rejecting it.
different Both commentaries are of gréat Wahadat-e-din
value though incomplete. § MaulanaAzad made seminal contributions
MaulanaAzad was greatly influence:d to tafsir literature through his concept of
by Sir Syad and his modern religiopwhat he calledvahdat-e-din(i.e. the unity
outlook, tie used to wait for Sir Syesd? of religion) with which we would like to
books with great keenness and used,2 teal here. It must he emphasised, howeve
finish reading it as soon as he receive:d that the Maulana was not the first to do
book. But Maulanazad was also a greégtso.
religious thinker in his own right antii, Other Muslim religious thinkers too
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had dealt with this concept earlier in t‘heeligious places precede it. No wonder
pre-modern period both in India arglothen that Muhiyuddin lbn Arabi
outside IndiaThe sufis,it is well known,§ considered his heart as; church, synagogu
had struck their own path in this respécand masjid whereinAllah’s name is
and believed in truth of all religion¥he § remembered.
sufis particularly those belonging to tlile But apart fromsufi tradition, other
Chisti silsila (i.e. the Chisti School) t(é) Islamic thinkers like ShakValiyullah of
which Baba Farid, NizamuddiAwliyah i Delhi who was a great Islamic theologian
and Khwaja Muinuddin of Ajmer § and a thinker of eminence, also refers tc
belonged, all laid great stress on Qheertain verses of th@uran to maintain
respect for religions other than Islalfnthat all religions are worthy of respect. He
MuhiyuddinTbn Arabi; the founder of the:} also subscribes to the conceptwdhdat-
Sufi concept, referred to asahdat al-{ e-din (unity of religion) which he
wujud goes as far as describing his heﬁadiscusses in his magnum cpus Huijjatillahi
as centre of love for God and hence iﬁ iBalighabh.
a church, a synagogue, a temple an:d a The question arises what is the
mosque. é contribution Mauianpzad in this respect?

The Holy Qur'an also maintains tha,?t The difference lies in the way the Maulana
Allah’'s name is remembered In élllpresents the concept. He presents it ver
religious places of worship be they :bfsystematically and quotes profusely from
Christians, Jews or MuslimsThus thei the Holy Quran to support his
Our'an says “And if Allah did not repel{ contentions. He also quotes from
some people by others;loisters, and; scriptures of dierent religions including
churchs, and synagogues, and mosque§ Hinduism to prove his point.
which Allah’s name is nuchemembezd, i His knowledge of comparative religion
would have been pulled downj22-40)§ is also quite sound. He also tries to find
(Emphasis mine)Thus, it is clear the% support for his theory of ‘unity of religion’
Quran considers all places of religiod‘sin various other waysl'hus, compared to
worship  wherein Allah’s name is§ other theologians. MaulanAzad is the
remembered (though in &fent forms) asi most systematic propounder of the concep
worthy of respect and hence need to%bm‘wahdat—e-dinin modern limes in India.
protected. Some Islamic thinkers ha§vdHe thus conies closest among Islamic
been pointed out that in this verdéasjid i theologians to the Sufis of medieval

has been mentioned last and otlgmperiod.

§
§
§
§
§
§
§
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THOUGH SYSTEM OFTHE AGE % PERIOD OFTAQLID—NEED FOR
MaulanaAzad also points out that (hp VISION
prevailing thought system of every peri¢dl’he Maulana was also aware that after the
of time (har ahad ka fikri asar)nfluences§ 10-11th century and particularly after the
the commentator of th@ur'an. Thus the§ sack of Baghdad in 1258, there began
Quranic commentary cannot he Writte‘hsharp decline in the creative interpretation
in vaccum. He also points out that it isi and the Muslim theologians began to stick
matter of great pride that the Islamgkldo earlier interpretationsThus it was
thinkers, the'ulama’, never compromisec? almost an end ofjtihad in Islam. The
the principles of Islam under politica,iltheologians took pride in imitating their
pressures, but the influence of prevalémredecessors, and any deviation from this
thought system in a given period does r§1q1ath came to be condemned and wa:
exercise itself only through politicay considered almost heretical. Now began
structures but through countless Waéythe period otaglid (blind imitation). Thus
including psychological and sociahnd i since that period, there was no worthwhile
once these doors of influence are open%edontribution by any  mufassir
it is very dificult to close them even ii“ (commentator) According to Azad. now
one wants. No mindAzad points out and all the commentators did was to write few
rightly so, can remain sale form the;t,enotes on the mgm of existing exegesis.
influences.Thus, it is not tnie to maintair%m He even considers the classical exegesi
that there is only and only one way pby Baidawi and Jalalain as nothing more
understanding th€©ur’an. Moreover onei than painting the existing house rather
is also important to note that often tl%]&han constructing a new one.
scriptural language is rich in symbolis‘m Maulana Azad, of course, does not
which can be interpreted in number :obpprove of what is calletfsir bi’ al-ra’i
ways depending on orgemental capacityi (i.,e. exegesis or explanation of the
background and experience. Na:qur’anic verses by ong’ own personal
meanings unfold themselves with nd‘vw)pinion). But, at the same time, he points
developments and new experienq’eeut that it does not mean that one shoulc
Maulana Azad was open to nevil not use ona intellect and visiorgbasirat)
interpretations and was receptive to néza\m explaining the meaning of the verses.
developmentsAnd that is why he could He cites aOur'anic verse to substantiate
grasp richness of th@ur'aric symbolism.{ his point : “Do they not reflect on the
Ouran? Or, are their locks on the
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hearts?’ ‘(47:24). This verse clearlyg MAULANA'S APPROACH—
demonstrates that the verses sh0u|d§ be Freedom, Justice, Equality
understood with the power of ose:’ We have thrown some light on the
intellect and vision. Constant reflection é)rmethodology of exegesis adopted by
the contents of theOuran is most% MaulanaAzad so that we can understand
desirable. If is only through ded‘phis approach to understanding of the
reflection on these verses that newDuran. He carves out a delicate path of
meanings will dawn on the exegetes. i his own whichs dferent from that of
But Azad is also aware of dangers %othe classical commentators and yet is no
such a course. If one stretches suclil aien to the spirit of thé®uran. Though
process to another extreme, it can, re*‘,suihany might difer from Azad’s
in importing such meanings which dounderstanding of th®ur'an but no one
not accord with the intention of tH:ecan challenge his sincerjtyntegrity and
revelation at all. He gives example :ofscholarship.This is fresh and profound
some sufis who tried to discover hiddeh approach. Maulanazad was no mere
meanings in these verses and strayed% fureoretician or mere theologian. He was
away They did not leave any portion c?fmuch more than that. He was deeply
the Our'an from this exerciseAnd it is§ involved, in the freedom struggle and
this which should be construed sagave great importance to throw away the
exegesis based on ones personal opir%ﬂ@roke of foreign rule. It was this
(tasfir bi’ al-ra’i). Such an exegesis h?gsprofound involvement  with  great
done considerable harm. E emotional intensity in his county’
The Muslims also used the Greéalfreedom from foreign rule that shaped
knowledge of various sciences includipglis understanding of the text of the
the knowledge of Greek astronomy ithur’an.
understand the verses of th@ur’ani He also had to strike partnership
referring to stars and other heavet%ﬂyvith members of other faiths,
objects. This is also, according to th%eparticularly Hindus to succeed in his
Maulana tafsir bi’ al-ra’i, (For these§ struggle, and hence his fundamental
remarks, see Maulandzad’s Preface td emphasis on Hindu-Muslim unijtyon
the First Edition ofTarjumanal-Ouran i one hand, and, on unity of all religions
written in the Meerut Jail on 16th(wahdat-e-din),on the otherHe evolved
November 1930) this concept on the basis of his own

struggle.
I \
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The Qur'an, it is important to note,
did not lay emphasis merely on th
philosophical interpretation and th
world to come (aakhirah), but also on
transforming it, changing it, and heng
its emphasis on justice, equalifyeedom
and human dignity It strongly favours
weaker sections, so much so that it s
: “And we desired to bestow a favot
upon those who was deemed weak
the land, and to make them the leads
and to make them the heir&nd grant
them power in the land...."(28:5-6)
Azad grasped this spirit oQuran and
engaged himself in transforming tH
destiny of his country the land of his
ancestors. He could not see it enslay
by foreign rulers.

Any scholar of the eminence éizad
who is also engaged in transforming and
rebuilding destiny of his country could
not have accepted the existing exegetic
(tafsir) literature. He was bound to bring
his vision which evolved from his own
social and political struggle to bear on
understanding the text of th@ur'an. He
was fighting for the oppressed, for the
enslaved and for exploitedAnd all the
oppressed, irrespective of their religious
faith, must unite lo overthrow the yoke
of enslavement and exploitatiomo fight
for the weak and oppressed is stresse
in the Qurfin which says. “And what
reason have you not to fight in the way
of Allah, and of the among the men and
)dhe women and the children, who say :
eOur Lord, take us out of this town,
whose people are oppressors, and grar
cdrom Thee a friend, and grant us from
Thee a helpet (4:75) Thus the Maulana
did not base his understanding of the
aQuranic text on mere speculation or
yropinion, but on his own struggle for the
iweak in keeping with the directives of
réhe Our'an.

In doing so he was following the
example of the Prophet and his
companions who engaged themselves ir
dransforming the world to make it
worthy of human dignity The Prophet
dohd led life full of struggle to establish
sense of dignityjustice, brotherhood and
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equality He rejected all comforts ip fundamental. Thus he refers to various
favour of struggleThus action(amal) is ; anthropological and sociological studies
the central theme ofQuran. The§ done in the nineteenth century and
Prophets life was full of action and irﬁ examines the evolution of beliefs of
this action-oriented transformati\xzevarious tribes and nations to show the
project, the Prohpet; sought help of plpresence of the doctrine of oneness o
across religious faithThus he brought God. He refers, in this connection to the
about a pact with the Jews, Christia{nbeliefs of people of Mohanjodaro also.

and pagan tribes of Madina (known Eyaé'hus he points out that the people of

o s

the mithag-e-madina)for realisation of
the transformative  project. Allah,
according to the Quran sent. His

§
§

§
§
§

Mohanjodaro believed intawhid i.e.
unity of God. They were not according
to Azads research, idol worshippers.

messengers to the ftHfent parts anq They i.e. the people of Mohanjodaro

peoples of the world for the sanflecalled

their God as Oun which

purpose. The Quran thus accepts thé resembled the Sanskrit wordndwan.
§
truth of all other religions sent prior toAccording to their belief, this One God

Islam. Azad lays stress on this aspect
the Quranic teaching wink stressing hi
concept of wahdat-e-din. Also, in
keeping with theQuranic teaching he
also maintains that thougshari’ah may
differ the essence adin cannot. While
rituals, customs and traditions féif, din
iS one.

Doctrine of Unity Tawhid
Mualana Azad emphasises, in keepin
with the teaching of th€ur'an that one
of the most essential element din is
the doctrine of unity of God what th
Quran refers lo astawhid. Azad brings

ofules all over the world and His laws
sare supreme.

Similarly, all the diverse Semitic
tribes (from, which various other tribes
in WestAsia andAfrica, including “And,
Thumud, Assurians, Sumerians,
Aramians etc. emanated) believed,
according toAzad, in oneness of God.
Azad says that “... a studyf Semitic

yggroup of languages HebrewSyriac,

Aramaic, Chaldean, Himyarita and
Arabic— discloses that a special style of
eword formation and of sound had been
in vogue among the Semitic peoples to

to bear his vast knowledge of othsbldenote the supreme beinghe alphabets
religions, including most primitive one%s,A.L. and H combined in varied forms to
to show that in all these religions tlfleconstitute the term by which this
doctrine of unity of God was ver%ysupreme being was to be styledhe
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Chaldean and Syriac teridlahia’, the people were but a single people. (i.e.
Hebrew'Jlaha’ and theArabic ‘Jlah’ are they were not lost on ddrent paths)
of this categorylt is theJlah in Arabic then they difered.” (Azads wods in
which assumed the formllah and was parenthesis) (10:19)
applied exclusively to the Creator of the Mankind Was One
universe.” (See English ran. of Its quotes another verse from iQaran
Tarjuman al-Qutan by SyedAbdul Latif, to buttres his grumentThe Qur'an says
\Vol. 1, Asia Publishing House, 1965,: “Mankind was a single nation (i.e they
pp. 14-15) were on one path of natural guidance,
Thus Azad, among other things,then they diered). So Allah sent
shows that the concept of unity of Godgrophets as bearers of good news and &
which is essence ofdin has existed warners, and He revealed with them the
among all human beings, including thos8ook with truth, that it might judge
who lived in prehistoric times.This between people concerning that in which
should constitute the basis of unity othey difered”. (Azads wods in
religion apart from other aspect&zad, parenthesis) (2-213)Thus, at one time,
guoting the Our'anic, verses, tries to entire humanity was united on the right
show that all human beings were one opath, and it was later that some went
the basis of guidance received fronastray and diered and whenever they
Allah and it was laler that some strayedliffered God sent his prophets lo judge
from the right path creating dérences their, differences with justice according
and destroying the basis for uniffhus to the revealed book.

he quotes thEQuramC verse “And (a") Courtesy :Indian Book Chronicle, Novemhet999
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Slade) came to Indig
from England on ® [
Novembey 1925 in search|
of what she called
larger meaning of life.
She joined Gandhig
Ashram at Sabarmati i
Ahmedabad, (Gujrat) the
very next day Shortly
after joining theAshram, |

Gandhiji christened her af g .
Mira. And so she becam@yirapehn the apostle of Truth

Mirabehn. After joining and Non-violence coming out of India,

Mirabehn and MissioKhadi

production had been
ruined by the introduction
of Lancashire mill made
cloth by the British. “The
East India Company”,
Gandhiji once wrote,
“‘came to buy and
remained to sell. It
compelled us to cut of
our thumbs.” By a
deliberate, planned

| destruction of spinning

and weaving industries of
the indigenous

the Ashram, she devotedhe detention camp (Aga Khan cloth industry was made

herself to the work ofPalace, Poona)(May 6, 1944

to die.... This is the

Khadi, one of the mainplang’ ini history of how our skill is lost. “Thus

Gandhiji's rural

reconstructior%n khadi management initiated by Gandhi

programme. She knew that it was the pig/dlecame “an attempt to reclaim a lost skill,
round which Gandhijs whole programmg§ it was a massive voluntary exercise”.

of constructive work for the massés

Mirabehn also came to learn from

involving the numerous villages of IndiaGandhiji’s writings and speeches that
revolved. From Gandhig writings andi villagers had to remain unemployed for a
speeches too, she knew how the Indgﬁagreat part of the yeaODwing to climatic
villagers subsidy occupation of cloth condition the villagers had to def long

* Souce : Mirabehn Centenaryolume, Himalay Seva Sangha, 1992
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agricultural of seasons in a yeaCottoni Mujaffarpur Mirabehn used to visit the
spinning touched every hut in the village:snearby villages to teach carding and
So the spinning wheel became the emblgespinning to the village womernd soon

of India’s masses and their fight fc?rthe villagers became fedfient carders and
freedom. So learing to spin became Nﬁr?’produced enough yarns for saldus the
top priority Mirabehn recorded how opsubsidiary occupation of spinning and
arrival in theAshram, Bapu gave héakli 2 carding fitted admirably into their
(Spindale) and slivers (small rolls d)fagricultural life. She also visited Betiah,
carded cotton fiber) and told Mahadé\Raxaul and the Gayashram where it was
Desai to teach her to spin. So the fi‘(s‘pleasant experience’ for her to give lesson
thing the Mahatma emphasized upon V\‘yde carding and spinningAfter a gap of
that Mira should learn carding aridfew months, owing to illness, she resumed
spinning of cottonWith the help of one of} her khadi work in the villages around
the Ashram inmateJulsi Maher she soor‘;'| BenaresAgra and Delhi.The women in
learnt carding and other related proces?sdalse villages there criedMirabai ki jali
and acquired some proficiency in the fielzd(victory to Mira). The name evidently
Gandhiji wrote to her : “Boycott of foreigril appealed to the villagers. Mirabehn went
cloth will a trap without spinning artdkli é to other villages inrarikhet, Bijoliya and

is the only thing to make spinnin:gAImora to help the women to learn
universal. You will do what ever is§ spinning. She wrote to Bapu that spinning

possible to manufacture mokdadi” On | and carding gave the women not only an

§

the advice of Bapu, Mirabehn noi/valternative platform for work but in the
embarked on herkhadi Mission. Shei process it reduced their stress anc
planned an extensive tour round thelrudgery also. On the advice of Bapu she
country for teaching, preaching ar*:,ld/isited also HapurAshram at Meerut
popularization okhadi On the advice 013 district where she gave demonstrations of
Bapu, she started with BiharBut | § how to spin and there was a huge ‘rush for
think”, she wrote to Bapu,l‘should not§ learning spinning and carding’. But there
settle down in one place.... | have afeeli§ng/as other side of the picture too. She
that in the present condition of tﬁeinformed Bapu about the sorry state of
country | ought to wander.. | know therei affairs in some of thédshrams she visited.
is any amount of work, | can do in U{PShe even recommended closure of som
and Rajputana and from all | hear tﬁl@f them, “....the atmosphere is that of
Punjab has more crying need....” Shamateurs who do not realize thefelience
started with Madhubani district of Biha‘r between good and bad workmanship...’
She visited Chhatwan and theshram at§ She wrote to Bapu of the places she hac
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to see the poet’absolutely burning love
for the villagers. In her letter to Bapu she
wrote : "At the bottom of the great ideal
for which he is striving is identical with
yours; His whole hope and faith is built
upon the uplifting of the masses by the
giving them work, courage and interest in
life....”
While in Santiniketan Mirabehn
, visited schools, hostels, the teachers an
E the weaving department. She talked with
E the workers there about hand spinning anc
toured, she was most pleased with Biriashe was deeply impressed by their
“They all agreed thakhadi was a fine§ agumentation. She found the local
ideal and one felt that with just a Iittlgeworkers were  enthusiastic  about
help and guidance they can be eas%ilgeintroducing charkha and showed her
brought back to their good old days”—%—some yarn which they had already spun.
she wrote. 5 She also visited Sriniketan and explained
After leaving Bihay through the Eas§ to the people there, her object with the

Coast she came down to Madrasil | charkha She also carded some cotton with

Nadu) from where she could not procezed little bow made a few slivers and spun
further owing to police excesse¥/hen E a few yarns. She left the place promising
the East coast journey was qvb'h'rabehn% them to send some slivers. “I have a
came to Calcutta where also she could hMeIing”, wrote Mira to Bapu, “we could
make much head way owing to poliéeNin the poet round to the wheel in time
intervention. Her activities had come wéllfor he loves the peasantry so deeply”. She
under the orbit of suspicion by the Rz%ljthought that “it was up to now simply
She left Calcutta and proceeded towasrob;een a case of misunderstanding with the
Bolpur and found solace in Rabindran%tlpoet and the situation.” But she was
Tagores abode in Santiniketan, “The pogehopeful that such misunderstanding would
impressed me in a new light”, she wrofsedisappear eventually “Santiniketan and
after her first encounter with him. She h%atSabarmati are two fair daughters of the
another meeting with the poeiThey E same motherland dérent to look upon
talked about village work and terriblﬁeoutwardly but with fundamental likeness
condition of the peasantrghe was moved which only daughters of the same parents

* Souce : The Telegraph, May 6, 2022
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can bear. Being myself the child of oné emphasized again that people should give
of these daughters, | have found in thep foreign mill cloth and they should also
other a lovely precious aunt ancbe convinced about the need for self
henceforth my ardent hope and Ionglhgatlonlng during the crisis period. She
would be to share with her our hopes a‘nnomted out that some time would be
fears and mutual strivings for the belovgaheeded before the country could be sell
mother”. Santiniketan seemed to her ‘;t(sutficient in the production okhadi Her
be the perfect counterpart of Sabarmaki‘suggestion was that during the intervening
In the end Mirabehn left Santiniketan withperiod people must learn to use old clothe:
the hope ‘that the slender thread of cotﬁoby ‘mending and patching them’.
would bind the poet and the Mahatr%lfMirabehn left no stone unturned to make
together. ikhadi programme a success while she
Back from Santiniketan, Mirabehbtoured the length and breadth of the
left for the villages and was again cbrcountry teaching villagers to spin and thus
khadi tour. This time her destination wa{sto become self-reliant and in the process
Sind and Peshwar where she taughlo boycott foreign clothes, she also
spinning to the Khudai Khldmatgarsz continued to write prolifically on the
Gandhiji praised her saying 'it was a grefeastubject in Young India and Hariian
thing being done'. She visited the sehtiiissipating misconceptions abouhadi
mountainous region in the Noriest to§ warning against dishonest traders in the
carry out an investigation of the area f’pmarket, pointing out‘the need to be able
Khadi developmentAfter her release frorri to identify purekhadi” ‘‘Not all clothes
prison in 1944 Mirabehn set up a Kisérare purekhadi though they may look like
Ashram in North India to carry on hérbeautifulkhadi’, she wrote At the height
work independentlyThere were about ZOQZ) of the Civil Disobedience Movement in
weavers. So cloth production increas!edi930, she wrote inYoung India about
considerably and they also ventured ir?toreating a ‘spinnincArmy’ parallel with
introducing colour and design athhe Civil Disobedience army of workers
organize sales. §and volunteers. She drew a five point
To counter the danger to a paraIerrogramme for thekhadi workers who
production of so-called khadi, Mirabeh‘nwould act under the aegis d&fll India
wrote a pamphlets for thiehadi workers. E SpinnersAssociation Among other points
In every province khadi workers Weliewhich she listed, she laid emphasis on the
asked to use it as their guide line. S“hproblem of carding ‘as this is the root of
urged them to vigorously develdkhadi i the whole process d¢hadi production’.

production throughout the coun.tr)Sheg While roaming through the country
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she came to know the real India, itsand khadi literature etc. Gandhiji also
villages and village people with theirsta:rlgave details of his spinning ‘merely to
poverty She earnestly sought to teatlshare the joy with youThus they would
them to be self reliant which would makeexchange series of letters dbharkhag
them economically independent ahd’akh the bow and production oKhadi
enhance their self esteem. She also tadgﬂbth All these had become a matter of
the villagers that carding and spinnil‘glgfascination’ for both Mirabehn and Bapu.
would relieve them of their drudgery arjd Gandhiji sawKhadi as heralding real
give them peace of mind. Gandhiji onQ:éreedom to millions of poor and
told Mira : “Carding should soothe just e%lsmalginalized Indians.Thus khadi turned
much as spinning, once you connect ihep to be the ‘fabric of freedom’ Mirabehn
process with God”. Spinning to her Wéshad travelled a long way trying to reach
‘applied translation of Gita’ as Bapu héobxactly the end which Gandhiji had in
told her 2 mind promoting khadi to establish self

There many obstacles that came herule for the dumb and famished millions
way. But she remained unperturbéobf India. In the process, Mirabehn noticed
passing through unfriendly terrains alfmhn awakening among womerAnd so
danger zones on her weyhe had to crosis charkhabecame the rallying point for the
the jungles, sometimes riding on horsiasural women. Through spinning and
camels and elephants. She had repeétﬁsdlking with the villagers, she sought to
bouts of fever and other physicfalinculcate in them the spirit ocdwadeshi
discomforts but like a devoted disciple shehe value of using materials available
would keep Bapu informed about eve:VryocaIIy in ones country Thus she had
detail of her journey and activities in tﬁeinvolved the village women in the process
villages. Her sole comfort was that Baé)u)f nation makingThey would now be able
was unflinching in his support to heﬁr to have a better perception of life and at
Gandhiji wanted from her regular updat?e$he same time would be contributing to
of her work. And she too like a truesé the cause of the countryhus Mirabehn
disciple, send to Bapu detailed list of yagrnnad successfully woven womens self
testing results, and about her experimeénteliance, patriotism nationalism with one
with Charkhaand Takli. She would thinki thread of cotto—Khadi.
about suitable wheels, spindles, bovils, Mirabehn s success in ‘knitting the
ginning machines for the village—not to E nation with the slender thread of cotton’
mention the Khadi Bhandars and Wﬁahowever remained restricted and limited.
they need in the shapes of good sﬁolbut one ought to be impressed with the
fronts, Salesman, Posters, Signs, diagra:msagnitude of the troubles that confronted
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her The movement
political undertone with

had acquired

Government linking it with the movementcolonial

for freedom from British rule. Supporte
by Gandhiji in Mirabehrs handKhadi had
acquired the status of nationalist thre
which the British Government would ng
allow to spread furtherln many places
khadi organizations were swooped upc
and banned by the Government.

southern part of the countghe faced sfif
opposition from the Government and h
to retreat owing to Police excesses. §
was prevented from visitingshrams and

avillagers spinning and carding and

the British popularizing the use &hadiwhich to the

Government posed a serious
dthreat. Her path became sometimes
obscure and dicult strewn with obstacles
ablut its direction was certainly upwards and
ytonwards. She was more hopeful than eve

before. For appreciating hekhadi work
)rin the villages, Bapu had told her once,
Irilso you see the seeds sown by you ha
sprouted and may bear ample fruit.”
?h%d short list of published and unpublished works

Published Source :

other khadi organizations in Bengal ;
though her visit to Santiniketan provided
her with hope of a future prospect.
Mirabehn had worked hard for the2.
alleviation of rural poverty by involvingj
the rural masses in spinning. But shé-
could see at the end that there remaiﬁled
‘the vast undone’.'l' see vistas and vista{s 4.
of work by which | can serve my Bapxui
cause and for which | fill myself fittedg.
That gives me a new and steady streh,gtp’
she wrote to Bapu. Gandhiji wrote'your g
work bears the promise of a big future.g 5.
is good that you are working along trgle
line of least resistancé.And Mirabehng
remained undaunted despite series | df

Mirabehn (ed.)Bapus Letters © Mira (1924-
1948) Navjiban Publishing House,
Ahmedabad, 1948.

Mirabehn Bith Centenay \blume Himalaya
Seva Sangha, 1992.

Mirabehn (Madelein Slade), The Spirits
Pilgrimage,Longmans, 1960.
Ramgumdam Rahul,Gandhis Khadi : A

History of Contestation and Conciliatipn
Orient Black Swan, 2009.

Suhrud Tridip and Weber Thomas (eds.)
Beloved Bapu The Gandhi-Mirabehn
CorrespondenceOrient BlackSwan, 2014.

Weber Thomas, Going Native Gandhis
Relationship with \stern womenRoli Books
Pvt. Ltd., 201.

News Paper Your India, Harijan.

overnment reprisals that followed. Sk .
9 P ?%npubhshed Source :

continued to travel through out the length,
and breadth of the country teaching the

. Mirabehn PapersSabarmatiAshramArchive,

AhmedabadGuijrat.
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We cry for our land

They took it. They took it.

Europeans

They must let our country go.
sfncs, e, e SrEmlms w9

Hey! Malan, open the jail doors

We want to enter

We volunteers...
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freedom and justice. It is understandakg)lbe moved by any conscience to resist race
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best land and breaking up their political
organizations. These things Great Britain
did in Kenya, and our concern was that
Britain must leave KenyaWe were not
concerned with the methods which the
Kikuyu people used’
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entirely artificial and when it disappears
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1egroup by anotherThe ANC has spent half
a century fighting against racialisrdvhen
it triumphs, it will not change that policy
.... This then is what th&NC is fighting.
Their struggle is truly a national one. It
is a struggle of theAfrican people
inspired by their own experience. It is the
struggle for the right to liveDuring my
life time | have de-dicated myself to the
struggle of theAfrican people.... | have
cherished the ideal of a democratic and
free society in which all persons live
together in harmony and with equal
opportunites. It is an ideal which | hope
to live for and achive. But if need be it is
an ideal for which | am mpared to die"
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DIRECTOR-SECRETARY’S REPORT

on
the Programmes and Activities af
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
from April to June, 2022

m In House Activities :

1. Celebration of 16F' Birth Anniversary of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore
(09.05.2022) :
On the occasion of 161Birth
Anniversary  of  Gurude
Rabindranatifagore a Cultura
Programme, composed ==
songs, poems and compositio Yo
of Tagore, was @anized b);E
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaym
Barrackpore in collaboratio
with the ‘Mudra’- a cultural ™=
institute of Barrackpore : .
evening on May 9, 2022t the B :
beginning of the programme a humble tribute was paid to Gurlidgere by the
performance of a composition, entitledamar Rabindranath composed of

Rabindra Songs along with Dances

and Poems of Dinesh Das and

Shubho Dasgupta.A part of

. Tagores famous Dance Drama —

‘Chandalika was also performed

: by theArtists of ‘Mudra’. At the

\ "l end of the programme another
| | composition of several Dances

1 with Tagores Songs, entitled

i ‘Nana Range Rabi Kirdn was

also performed.
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2. Online Essay Writing Competition for Celebration of International Museum Day

(18.05.2022) :

May 18 is celebrated all over tl
world by museums as Internatior
Museum Day International Counci
of Museums (ICOM) selects
theme each year for Internatior
Museum DayThis years theme is
‘The Power of Museums To
commemorate the occasion
International Museum Dag022 the

022
&
=

uf Museums

RESULT
Onlme Essay Writing Competltlon
Topic : The Power of Community Building
through Museum Education

1st Position

Mandrita Nandi
(Reg. No.: GSS/IMD/EC/015)
Student
Brandenburg University of Technology,
Cottbus-Senftenberg, Germany
Res. Add.: Beliaghata, Kolkata

2nd Position

Prajjol Kumar Mitra
(Reg. No.: GSS/IMD/EC/018)
Service
HCL Technologies
Kolkata
Res. Add.: Tollygunge, Kolkata

3rd Position

Medhashree Sengupta
(Reg. No.: GSS/IMD/EC/004)
Student
Vidyasagar Metropolitan College
Kolkata
Res. Add.: Kolkata

We appreciate the efforts of all the candidates and expect similar responce
in more of sucl in near future

May 18, 2022 A
INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM D&Y

o Essay Writing Competition
(Online)

Topic : The Power of Community [
Building through Museum Education &

Sangrahalaya ganized an Online Essay
Writing Competition on the topic ofThe
Power of Community Building thugh
Museum Education

The Sudents of various institutions
from different parts of our Country were
registered through an online link for
participation in the competition.There
was no age bar for participating in the
competition and all the participants
submitted their articles on the topic
through email on and before June 24,
2022. The submitted articles were sent to
an expert person in this field for judgment
of this competition After evaluation of all
the articles the Sangrahalaya announce

/ R
/
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the result of this online essay writing competition according to the judgment of |
expert person on June 5, 2022 in the website and social media platform of
Sangrahalaya.

Smt. Mandrita Nandi, student of Brandermpuniversity ofTechnology Cottbus-
Senftenbay, Germany was declared as first in the competition. Shri Prajjol Kum
Mitra, Servicing at HCITechnologies, Kolkata and Medhashree Senguptalest of
Vidyasagar Metropolitan College, Kolkata were declared as second and tf
respectively

The first, second and third winners were awarded the prize money of Rs. 1,5C
Rs. 1,000/- and Rs. 500/- respectively and all the participants in this competition w
provided the E-certificates for actively taking part in this online competition.

. Celebration of 8" International Yoga Day by Kendriya Vidyalaya, Barrackpore
(21.06.2022) :

The 8" International Day ofYoga
on the theme of ‘¥ga for

Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpdg
An event was @anized for thg
students of KendriyaVidyalaya, s

Barrackpore to take part ¥oga.At /’!W;
around 100 students of thir
institution took part in the event fg@s
doingYoga in unison towards bettE=
health and wellness.

After completion of he event the Sangrahalaya also arranged a guided tour
the students to visit its dé@rent galleries.
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m Mobile Exhibition :
1. Two Days’ Mobile Exhibition and Programmes at Deshbandhu Mahavidyalaya,
Chittaranjan in West Burdwan district (27 04.202-28.04.2022)
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalayms x
Barrackpore reached at Chittaranj ‘
in West Burdwan district by th
invitation of Deshbandh o
Mahavidyalaya to @anize an&
Exhibition on Mahatma Gandhi andi
His Life at the college campus and|
Seminar on Gandhian Thought an
Values on April 27 and April 28, f»
2022. £ R\
The mobile unit of the | .y Lmiiks :
Sangrahalaya held the exhibition on ‘Llfe aAdtlvmes of Mahatma Gandhiand
‘Gandhiji's  Thought on Social
Redevelopment’ through write ups and
| photographs along with displaying of the
| small replica of Charkha, Miniature
model of SabarmafAishram, photocopies
of Gandhiji's hand written letters, his
own Bengali hand writing, etc.
On the first day ProfTridib
Santapa Kundu, Principal of Deshbandhu
Mahavidyalaya, Chittaranjan inaugurated
. the Exhibition in presence of other
Teachers and students of the collegﬁa‘ter the inaugural programme the
Sangrahalaya presented
information  about the
Museum through a short
presentation followed by

independence.

On April 28, 2022 the
Sangrahalaya conducted a Semina
‘Gandhian Thoughts andales at
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the college campusThe Director
Secretary of the Sangrahals
presented a visual presentation
‘The Natue in Lights of Mahatmay
Gandhi. The DirectorSecretary alsg
conducted an Audio-visual Spotj
Quiz on life and activities o0
Mahatma Gandhi for the students %
the end part of the programmEhe {
programme at Deshbandig
Mahavidyalaya, Chittaranjan wd :
ended by awarding the mementos to correct respondents of the spot quiz prograt

m Group Visit :
1. As part of the programme d&Y¥est Bengaloluntary HealthAssociation of North 24
Paganas district 20 Senior Citizel—
of Ulludanga village, located il
Amdanga Block of North 24 -
Paganas, were brought to Gang
Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackp
to spent a day with the knowled
of glorious history of Barrackpor|.
in relation with our Freedorns:
Movement and to pay their homa i}
to our ‘Father of the Nation’ |
Mahatma Gandhi oApril 24, 2022.

et o e, \
~ N\




Gandhi Neg/ 5lI%! %1a% a Vol. 17, No. 1o «@f2ie-g, 2033

The Sangrahalaya provided a guided tour to them for visiting the galleries ¢
they had also shown a documentary film on role of Barrackpore in Indian Freed
Movement. After viewing the Sangrahalaya, the elder people were engaged

\\* $5124/04/2022 15:43

chatting W|th the &ff Members of the museurffhey shared their experlence about
their involvement in various activities at their own village to become a self-relia
people and their responses were overwhelming.

2. A group of $udents of Departmen
of History, Chandernagor{
Government College in Hoogh
district visited the Gandhi Smaré
Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore May
2022 for their educational taufhe ¢
Sangrahalaya provided the guid
service to them for visiting all th
galleries and after visiting
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JlJJJ] oalleries a Documentary Film Show
ll] was shown to them.




site : www.gandhimuseum.in e-mail : gandhi
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